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Managing Differences 
 

I can’t live with you 
yet, I can’t live without you 

—I must find a way 
 

I can’t work with you 
yet, we must work together 

—we must find a way 
 

at kitchen tables, 
in corporate workplaces, 

on remote Zoom calls 
 

human nature’s key 
to resolving our conflict: 

we can talk it out 
 

learn Simple Magic* 
to manage differences 
at work and at home 

 
* An early working title of this book (1988) 

 
This haiku quintet was composed as a preface to the 2024 revision of Managing Differences: 
How to Build Better Relationships at Work and Home published by Mediation Training Institute 
at Eckerd College, St Petersburg, Florida — www.mediationworks.com 
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