
 

Behind the Iron Curtain 
 
Here, citizens cower in fear of Strongman, obeying in advance.  Duma 
rubberstamps his dicta, neutered judges kneel, sycophants scramble for crumbs 
of power, oligarchs siphon profits, farcical elections mock voters, state media 
spews fake news, children learn (approved) history, (Christian) religion flourishes, 
science dies.  Within secure borders, police keep order.  What’s it like over there? 
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