
 

Bertha Appleseed 
 
Sowing seeds of rational inquiry that germinate in fertile young minds pollinated 
by teacher-vectors whose students flourish in science-informed understanding of 
the natural world, displacing the persistent weeds of medieval religious myths 
that have strangled humanity’s innate quest for knowledge.  America’s 
malnourished Christian Nation hungers for Reason.  We thank you.  
 

 
 
Bertha Vazquez (center), Director of the Teacher Institute for Evolutionary 
Science, a project of the Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason and Science, 
delivered the Darwin Day lecture for Humanists of Sarasota Bay (HUSBAY) 
February 12, 2026 (photo by Betsy Helgager-Hughes). 
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