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TIMELY QUESTIONS 

What illegal tactics might Trump use to ensure the House of Representatives and Senate 
remain in Republican hands after the 2026 midterm elections? 
 
ChatGPT said: 

Politically charged question—worthy of examination. While I cannot predict if or how any 
individual, including former President Trump, will act, here's a breakdown of various illegal or 
ethically dubious tactics that have been used historically or raised as threats in high-stakes 
political contests. This overview is meant for informational purposes only. 

 

PotenDally Illegal or Unethical TacDcs 
1. Gerrymandering (Mid-decade Map Drawing) 

• Context: Republicans in Texas, backed by Trump, are pushing for mid-decade 
redistricting to gain additional GOP seats in the U.S. House—potentially netting 3–5 
extra seats by redrawing district lines to dilute Democratic voter concentrations San 
Antonio Express-News. 

• Concerns: This is seen as a partisan move to entrench advantage. While redistricting is 
legal, it crosses into abuse of power when done mid-decade without census data and to 
the detriment of fair representation San Antonio Express-NewsAxiosTimes Union. 

2. ManipulaCng the Census 

• Proposal: Trump has publicly advocated for a new census excluding undocumented 
immigrants, aiming to influence redistricting and federal resource allocation 
https://www.wowt.comThe Census Project. 

• Legal Issues: The constitution mandates counting “all persons.” Excluding any group, 
especially for political gain, raises serious constitutional and legal challenges The Census 
Project. 

3. Red-Boxing Campaign DirecCves 

• Technique: Campaigns publicly post messaging blueprints for independent groups ("red 
boxes"), effectively coordinating with PACs while skirting legal restrictions. This was 
widespread in 2022 and remains in a legal gray area The Guardian. 

• Implications: While currently tolerated, this blurs the line between independent 
spending and coordination, raising transparency and fairness concerns. 
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4. DisinformaCon via AI Deepfakes & Robocalls 

• Case: An AI-generated voice mimicking President Biden deterred New Hampshire 
primary voters by falsely claiming supporting Republicans—an early example of 
deepfake disinformation in U.S. politics AP News. 

• Broader Threat: Deepfakes and manipulated media can mislead voters about how, 
when, or if to vote. Several experts call for targeted bans or strict disclosure rules to 
prevent such deception The Journalist's ResourceBrennan Center for Justice. 

5. Astroturfing & Social Media ManipulaCon 

• Definition: Astroturfing involves creating fake grassroots movements—e.g., operated by 
bots or one person posing as many—to simulate widespread public support Wikipedia. 

• Mechanisms: Automated bots amplify low-credibility content, shaping online discourse 
and voter perception—tactics documented in past U.S. campaigns arXiv+1. 

6. Push Polling 

• What It Is: Disguised as surveys, push polls use leading questions—suggesting negative 
or false allegations—to steer opinions. Although not always illegal, they are ethically 
questionable Wikipedia. 

7. Voter Caging 

• History: Used in the 1980s, this tactic involved sending mail to targeted demographics 
(often minority voters), labeling returned mail as evidence of fraud to purge names from 
rolls—a practice ruled discriminatory and barred by court decree Wikipedia. 

8. ElecCon Subversion & Legal Challenges 

• Attempts: Deducting legitimate votes, creating alternative elector slates, or pressuring 
officials to "find" votes have occurred—as seen in Trump’s 2020 effort to overturn 
results Ohio Capital JournalWikipedia. 

• Threats Persist: Although the Supreme Court rejected the “independent state 
legislature” theory in Moore v. Harper (2023), concerns remain that pressured 
legislators could try to disqualify votes or install handpicked electors Wikipedia. 
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9. InCmidaCon of ElecCon Officials 

• Real-World Impact: Harassment, threats, and intimidation—including in Detroit during 
2020 ballot counting—have led to vacancies or replacement of experienced personnel, 
potentially creating partisan vulnerabilities Wikipedia. 

 

Summary Table 

Tactic Description & Risks 
Mid-decade 
Gerrymandering 

Redrawing maps to favor GOP prior to 2030 census; threatens fair 
representation 

Exclusionary Census Removing groups (e.g., undocumented immigrants) from counts; 
violates constitutional mandates 

Red-Boxing Public coordination via PACs; undermines campaign finance rules 
AI/Deepfake 
Misinformation False audio/video to mislead voters; erodes trust and affects turnout 

Astroturfing & Bot 
Networks Fake public sentiment; influences online opinion and narrative 

Push Polling Biased polling disguised as surveys; manipulates voter perceptions 

Voter Caging Targeting and purging voter rolls; historically used to suppress 
minority votes 

Election Subversion Legal or extra-legal efforts to overturn or alter vote outcomes 
Intimidation of Officials Harassing election staff to bias operations or staffing 

 

Takeaway 

These tactics—ranging from gerrymandering and skewed census strategies to deepfake 
misinformation and intimidation—have been used in various forms and contexts. Many lie 
within legal gray zones, while others are outright illegal or unconstitutional. Whether or not any 
are deployed in the 2026 midterms remains speculative—but awareness of these practices is 
crucial to preserving democratic integrity. 

 
 


