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TIMELY QUESTIONS 

What will be the impact on Americans' health, morbidity, and mortality of Secretary 
Kennedy's withdrawal of support for vaccinations in the opinion of medical professionals? 
 
ChatGPT said: 

Here’s a clear and concise summary of how medical professionals and public health experts 
believe Americans’ health, morbidity, and mortality could be affected by HHS Secretary Robert 
F. Kennedy Jr.’s withdrawal of support for vaccinations: 

 

PotenFal Health Impacts According to Medical and ScienFfic Experts 

1. Rising Disease Outbreaks 

• Lower vaccination rates are expected to spark resurgences of preventable diseases like 
measles, polio, and whooping cough. Measles outbreaks are already increasing, with 
related deaths occurring for the first time in years. MerkleyWikipediaAP News 

• Experts warn that undermining vaccines defeats herd immunity, putting vulnerable 
individuals at risk and enabling disease spread. WikipediaKFF Health News 

2. Increased Morbidity and Mortality 

• Reductions in vaccine uptake would likely lead to higher rates of serious illnesses, 
hospitalizations, and preventable deaths from diseases historically kept under control. 
RedditKFF Health NewsAP NewsNew York MagazineVanity Fair 

• Medical professionals have characterized Kennedy's move to halt COVID-19 vaccine 
recommendations for children and pregnant women as “jeopardizing public health,” 
potentially dissuading at-risk populations from getting vaccinated. PoliticoAP News 

3. Erosion of Trust & ScienFfic Credibility 

• Removal of established scientific advisory committees like ACIP, and appointments of 
members with anti-vaccine views, are seen as deeply undermining evidence-based 
policy and public trust. Senator Lisa Blunt RochesterWikipediaAP NewsKFF Health News 

• Michael Osterholm and Ezekiel Emanuel warned that diminished trust can reverse long-
held public health achievements. Reddit 
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4. Weakening Pandemic Preparedness 

• Kennedy's cancellation of $500 million in mRNA vaccine funding, along with 
terminating 22 mRNA research contracts, is seen as hampering both current and future 
pandemic preparedness. New York MagazineVanity FairThe TimesThe Guardian 

• Nobel laureate Katalin Karikó, pivotal to mRNA technology development, warned the 
move could—*“may push research and innovation to China”*—jeopardizing U.S. 
leadership and future vaccine readiness. The Times 

5. EscalaFng Risks to Public Health Workers 

• Vaccine misinformation at the highest levels is linked to growing hostility and even 
violence toward public health officials. A recent shooting at the CDC was attributed in 
part to rising anti-vaccine rhetoric. AP NewsPolitico 

 

Summary Table 

Potential Impact Description 
Increased Preventable 
Disease 

Outbreaks of vaccine-preventable illnesses—like measles—leading 
to more frequent infections. 

Higher Morbidity and 
Mortality 

More severe illness, hospitalizations, and deaths from common 
infectious diseases. 

Eroded Public Trust A decline in confidence in health guidance, impairing uptake of 
health interventions. 

Reduced Preparedness Loss of research infrastructure for rapid vaccine development, 
leaving the nation vulnerable. 

Threatened Public Health 
Workers 

More skepticism and hostility toward those promoting 
vaccinations. 

 

Expert Consensus: A Grim Outlook 

In summary, medical professionals overwhelmingly warn that Secretary Kennedy’s actions—
such as withdrawing endorsement for vaccines, dismantling advisory panels, and reducing 
funding for vital research—could seriously undermine public health. The consequences include 
worse disease outbreaks, increased illness and death, diminished pandemic preparedness, 
and erosion of trust in health institutions. 

 


